
Walkable Neighbourhoods
Information session on the assessment benchmarks in schedule 12A of the 
Planning Regulation 2017



WHY?





Our journey 
Release of Model Code for Neighbourhood Design and proposed 
mandatory provisionsJuly 2019

1st public consultation  July – September 2019 

2nd public consultation December 2019 – January 2020

Publication of Planning (Walkable Neighbourhoods) Amendment 
Regulation 2020 and updated Model Code for Neighbourhood Design 27 August 2020

Commencement of the Amendment Regulation28 September 2020



Walkable Neighbourhoods toolbox 



The Amendment Regulation (Walkable Neighbourhoods)



When do the assessment benchmarks apply?
Applies to reconfiguring a lot if:
• the reconfiguration is the subdivision of the lot into two or more lots
• the lot being reconfigured is wholly or partly in a residential zone 

(except rural residential zones), emerging community zone or mixed 
use zone

• at least one of the created lots is intended mainly for a residential 
purpose

• the reconfiguration is associated with the construction or extension of a 
road













Purpose



In summary
• As of 28 September 2020, new assessment benchmarks apply to development applications for 

reconfiguring a lot:
• subdivision of  into 2 or more lots) in certain residential zones
• involves the extension of a road 
• proposed lots are intended for a residential purpose. 

• Assessment benchmarks are matters that the assessment manager must assess against
• Assessment manager has the discretion to approve a development application, with or without 

conditions. 
• An assessment manager may elaborate on this reasoning in its statement of reasons, which is part of 

the decision notice. 
• The reasoning may refer to the purpose of the assessment benchmark to help interpret what the 

assessment benchmarks aim to achieve. 
• A planning scheme may set benchmarks the achieve a higher standard or include additional 

requirements



• Updated Model Code for 
Neighbourhood Design – a 
code for reconfiguring a lot.

• Voluntary code provisions to 
ensure planning schemes 
achieve well designed 
residential developments.

• Can be amended to suit local 
context. 



Institute of Public Works and Engineering 
Australasia Queensland (IPWEAQ) Street 
Design Manual Walkable Neighbourhood 
2020 

• Part 1 – Planning and Design Guidelines for 
the design of residential neighbourhoods, 

• Part 2 – Detailed Design Guidelines relating 
to the detailed design of neighbourhood 
infrastructure including traffic, streets, active 
transport, and services. 

• Practice Notes 



Walkability Improvement Tool for Built 
Environment Professionals 
• Methodology to identify and prioritise 

walkability improvements in existing 
neighbourhoods. 



Walkable Neighbourhoods: 
Supporting information
• Supporting information for 

developers and assessment 
managers in considering the 
development against assessment 
benchmarks for walkable 
neighbourhoods.



Questions?


